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Shiva, that the deity gave him immortality on condition
that he left the Brahmans alone. The demon chief agreed
and built in the great god's honour a temple on Tungar
hill, wherein he worshipped Shiva under the appellation
of Tungareshwar of "God of the Mountains". All went
well, until one day Vimala heard a band of anchorites
praise Parasu Rama. Vimala became so wroth at hearing
the praises of his deadly enemy, that he forgot his promise
to Shiva. Running at the anchorites, he drove them away
and putting out their holy fire, spoilt their sacrifice. The
anchorites again invoked Parasu Rama, who once more
made war on Vimala. But although he repeatedly struck
off Vimala's arms and legs, they instantly grew again,
because of the immortality bestowed on him by the god
Shiva. Parasu Rama then went in person to Shiva and
pointed out that Vimala had broken his promise and had
forfeited the divine boon. Shiva was convinced and,
abandoning his follower, he gave Parasu Rama the Parasu
or axe, from which he derives his name. With this formi-
dable weapon Parasu Rama soon hewed Vimala in pieces.
Ignorant of this holy legend, the Portuguese corrupted
the name Vasai to Bacjaim, a word which the English
again corrupted to Bassein, They made it the capital of
their new acquisitions, called by them "Tho Province of
the North" and governed by an officer styled "The General
of the North". Nor was Bassein, apart from its sanctity,
unworthy of its new masters* favour. The wide mouth of
the Ullias river issuing from hills that recall in their
beauty the Highlands of Scotland, enabled ships to take
their merchandise far inland. Another branch of the same
stream flowed southwards into the magnificent harbour of
Bombay. The delta of the Ulhas river which the Portuguese
occupied as an appanage of Bassein was known as Sasashti,
or the island of sixty-six villages. This word the Portu-
guese corrupted into Salcete and the English into Salsette.
Its fertile soil watered alike by the river and by abundant
rains, yielded rich harvests of wheat, maize and rice; and